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who put together the parts, but the abiding soundness
of the work a hundred and sixty years after it was
done is proof that Joseph Hancock was a first-rate
workman, or knew where such dwelt in his town.
The socket is made in two pieces, a turned collar
and a stamped-out piece, the two put together with
one joint round the aperture and another down the
side of the collar. There is a device and a legend on
the base of the candlestick and a reduced facsimile
of the device on the socket. Again the details are
informative. The larger crest was cut on a shield in
the approved way whereas the legend outrun, the limits
of the shield and the copper shows through the silver
at two ends. The same remark applies to the miniature
crest on the socket pan. The engraver's tool lias cut
through the silver which was never really thick enough
to afford a base for such treatment. Old Sheffield
Plate lent itself to the burnishing process which closed
the metal and gave it hard wearing qualities far ex-
ceeding that possessed by wares plated by the modern
method of electro-deposition. It is difficult for a
novice to tell the difference between Old Sheffield Plate
and wares made of copper and electro-plated, especially
if the piece is worn a little and has been cleaned a
number of times, but if a piece of old and well-worn
silver, a genuine piece of Old Sheffield Plate, and the
suspected piece are cleaned and placed side by side
subtle differences become apparent. The Old Sheffield
Plate is much more nearly like the old silver in texture
and touch than is the " fake/'
The Sheffield authorities view with strong dis-
favour any attempt to foist electro-plated copper
"hollow-ware on an unsuspecting public, and have spent